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610 Wistar Road, Fairless Hills, PA  19030 

215-949-1700    www.bcths.com  

April 2017 Edition 

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

CLASS OF 2017 

 

Leon Poeske, Ed.D. 

Administrative Director 

Henry DeGeorge 
Assistant Director 

Sharon Rendeiro 
Business Administrator 

Joseph Fullerton 
Principal 

Robert Azar 
Assistant Principal 

Kevin Gentilcore 
Pupil Services Supervisor 

Pegeen Kopera 
Special Education Supervisor 

 
 

BENSALEM 
Kathleen Lesnevec 
Wayne Lewis 
David Rizzo 
 
 

BRISTOL BOROUGH 
Kelly Cochran 
 
 

BRISTOL TOWNSHIP 
Kellie Buchanan 
Stacy Gerlach 
Gallus Obert 
 
 

MORRISVILLE 
Joseph Gilleo 
 
 

NESHAMINY 
Mike Morris 
Ron Rudy 
Marty Sullivan 
 
 

PENNSBURY 
Kim Hilty 
Gary Sanderson 
Christian Schwartz 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to our 
March Students of the Month!  

 

SENIORS          JUNIORS 
Mikayla Beard         Brandon Trinh 
Noah Bottrell         Jamie Warner 
  
 

 
SOPHOMORES                  FRESHMEN 
Noah Harrison                 Bennie Arbaugh        
Samantha Masciulli                 Claire O’Hearn    
 

SKILLS FOR LIFE ACADEMY 
Karl Dickersbach 
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CULINARY NEWS 
    

 

 

 
April 24, 2017 
Joint Board Committee Meeting 

 
April 27, 2017 
National Honor Society Induction  
 

April 28-29, 2017 
Dance Recital 
 

April 13-17, 2017 
Easter Break 

 
April 30, 2017 
Suicide Prevention Walk 

 
May 5, 2017 
Senior Prom 

 
May 9-10, 2017 
NOCTI Testing 
 

May 13, 2017 
Class of 2020 Flea Market & 

Craft Fair 

 
May 16, 2017 

Election Day/In-Service 
No School for Students 

 
May 18, 2017 
Senior Awards Ceremony 

 
May 22, 2017 
Joint Board Committee Meeting 
 

May 29, 2017 
Memorial Day 
School Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 

     This is what 900 pierogies look like!   

     Have you ever tasted a pierogi?   They are beautiful little 
dumplings of deliciousness stuffed with just about anything 
you want. Favorites seem to be sauerkraut, mashed potatoes 
or cheese.  They are gently boiled for a few minutes and then 
fried in butter, with onions, until they are golden brown.  
Sound good?  Well, they are! 
     Recently, Mr. Scott Saunders’ Skills for Life Culinary 
students and his 9th Grade Career Exploratory Group 
#5, teamed up to make pierogies for Chef Colin Marsh 
and his 12th Grade Culinary class to sell for Friday 
afternoon takeout.  Business was booming and people were 
hungry that Friday and 900 pierogies were made and sold.  
That’s right…they sold ALL OF THEM.  
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   APRIL LORE 

  

   If you were born in the month of April, your birthstone is the diamond.  If your birthday falls 
between March 21st and April 20th, you are an Aries (The Ram); born April 21st to May 20th, you are a 
Taurus (The Bull).   APRIL IS…        

BLT SANDWICH MONTH 
FLORIDA TOMATO MONTH 
GRILLED CHEESE MONTH 

GARLIC MONTH 
KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL MONTH 

LAWN & GARDEN MONTH 
NATIONAL HUMOR MONTH 

JAZZ APPRECIATION MONTH 
PECAN MONTH 

POETRY WRITING MONTH 
SOFT PRETZEL MONTH 

SOYFOOD MONTH 
 
Of course most of us, when we think of April, think of April Fools’ Day.  The word ‘fool’ has played a big 
part in lots of song titles throughout the course of popular music.  Although most of these songs are 
before my time, here’s a playlist of some of our all-time favorite foolish songs! 

 
“Why Do Fools Fall In Love”         “Foolish Games” 
Frankie Lymon and the Teenagers         Jewel 
      “What a Fool Believes”  
       The Doobie Brothers  
“Poor Little Fool”      “Fooling Yourself”   

Ricky Nelson        Styx  
 
 “Fooled Around and Fell In Love”   “What Kind of Fool” 
 Elvin Bishop       Barry Gibb and Barbra Streisand  

 
 “The Fool on the Hill” 
    The Beatles    “Everybody Plays the Fool” 
         The Main Ingredient  
 
 
 

 
I believe Mark Twain said it best when he said,  
“The first of April is the day we remember what we are the other 364 days of the year.”   
It’s a shame old Mark wasn’t in the music business.  That would have made a great song.  
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COSMETOLOGY NEWS 
    

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Brandee Baker’s senior cosmetology students were asked to participate in the Philadelphia 
Protestant Home’s 6th Annual Wellness Symposium in March where students performed manicures and 
hand and arm massages for the residents.  No generation gap here!  From the smiles on the faces of 
our students and their clients, it looked like everyone enjoyed the experience.  
 

 
On April 1st junior & senior cosmetology students, along with the Key Club, worked together to 
hold their first cut-a-thon at BCTHS.  Students dressed in the latest “Thon” apparel and provided 
services to sixty-eight clients.  We are pleased to announce that $700 was raised during the event.  
This money, in addition to monies we will raise during our Mini-thon in May will go to a good cause, to 
help fight pediatric cancer.  
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THIS JUST IN 

SENIOR AWARDS NIGHT 

   

    Our very own School-to-Career Coordinator, Mr. Ron 
Martino is competing in the 2017 Reebok CrossFit Games.  
The CrossFit games test competitors with new and unseen 
challenges in route to declaring the "Fittest on Earth."   What 
began as a small gathering has grown to an internationally 
renowned, sold out professional sport.   
    Out of 2,000 participants in the Mid-Atlantic Region, Ron is in 
5th place; and is currently in 99th place out of over 24,000 in 
the WORLD!   He is moving onto the second round of qualifiers 
where the top 20 will make it to the Alliant Energy Center in 
Madison Wisconsin.              
    We applaud Mr. Martino for his hard work and determination. 
We think he’s already a winner! 
     I’d like to share MY workout strategy with you:  Whenever I feel the need to exercise, I just lie 
down until it goes away.    

 

 

 

 

Senior Awards Night will be held on Tuesday, May 23rd at 6:00PM in 

the auditorium.  This is an exciting evening where we recognize our 

most outstanding and deserving students; a fitting culmination to four 

years of effort for students, teachers and parents. 
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ELECTRICAL OCCUPATIONS 

DECA NEWS 

 

 

  

Mr. Jim Stover, Training Director of IBEW Local 269 in 
Trenton, spent some time with the sophomores and juniors in 
Mr. Mark Schumann’s Electrical Occupations 
Technology class, where he shared information about the 
application and apprenticeship process.  Mr. Stover also 
“name dropped” several recent BCTHS graduates who are 
extremely successful in the Union.   That’s music to our ears!   

 

 

 

     

 

  With nearly a 70-year history, DECA (Distributed Educational Clubs of 
America) has impacted the lives of more than ten million students, educators, 
school administrators and business professionals since it was founded in 1946.  
  We are pleased to announce that Marketing Management teacher, Mrs. 
Lisa Waters was recently recognized by the Distributive Educational Clubs of 
America for her forty years of service as a DECA advisor.  This is a well-
deserved honor for Mrs. Waters who has taught Marketing Management at 
Bucks County Technical High School since 1986.   
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COMPUTER FAIR RESULTS ARE IN 

 

Congratulations to the following students who won medals at the Pennsylvania Computer Fair 
Regional Competition at the Bucks County IU on March 30th. Under the leadership of 
Multimedia Digital Design & Programming teacher, Mr. Blake Alderfer, students won 2 gold, 3 
silver & 2 bronze medals.  Our gold medal winners will compete in the State Competition at Dickinson 
College in Carlisle on May 23rd.   

Gold Medal Winners 
LAUREN BIRMBAUM 

Animation 
 

GIANNA MAZZONE 
Animation 

 
Silver Medal Winners 

PABLO ANTUNEZ-CHAVE 
Animation 

 
MIKE MARQUART 

Programming 
 

JON MARCIANO 
Programming 

 
Bronze Medal Winners 

MANNY JONES  
Digital Video 

 
RILEY SMITH 
Digital Video 
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BCTHS ACCEPTS DONATION 

At Bucks County Technical High School, our mission is to prepare all students for careers, post-secondary education, and life-long learning, by 
providing knowledge and practical skills through high quality, integrated, standards-driven curriculum, access to current technologies, work-
related experiences, and partnerships within the community. 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

   

 
 
 
   The Bucks County Community Foundation presented a check in the amount of $5,000 to 
Bucks County Technical High School to be used for the school’s “Friends of Tech” fund which assists 
students needing financial help for professional resources, tools, and uniforms.   
   The Bucks County Community Foundation is a non-profit corporation with the mission to improve the 
quality of life for residents of Bucks County.  Every dollar raised by the organization goes directly to 
help fund their mission. 
   Shown in the picture, (L-R) are Civil Engineering seniors Evan Darroch, Giovanna Costa, and 
Shaniya Moore; Community Foundation Board of Directors Dan Baranoski, President; Dave 
Preston; Joseph Cimino, Vice President; and Robin Kemmerer, Executive Director of the 
organization.  On the far right is Leon Poeske, Administrative Director of Bucks County 
Technical High School. 
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DANCE TEAM 

NATIONAL SCHOOL NURSES WEEK 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

The BCTHS 8th Annual Dance Team Recital will be held on April 28th & 29th at 
7pm in the school auditorium. Tickets for adults are $12; and $8 for students and 
children. Treat yourself to an evening of entertainment as you watch our talented 
students perform. Tickets will be sold at the door. 
 

 
 

    National School Nurses Week begins each year on May 6th and ends on 
May 12th, which is the birthday of Florence Nightingale.   
    If you think being a school nurse is all about flu shots, Band-Aids, and 
record-keeping, you would be mistaken.  A typical day can involve health 
care screenings, hearing and vision testing; dealing with home accidents, 
diseases such as diabetes and asthma, and the fallout from mental, 
emotional, and social problems. For some students, the school nurse is the 
only health care professional they ever see.   
       We are very fortunate to have two outstanding 
school nurses at Bucks County Technical High School, 

Mrs. Denise Liberto, RN and Mrs. Katie Engelhardt, RN.  We thank them 
for everything they do and for their hard work and dedication to our students, 
parents, and staff.  
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NATIONAL TEACHERS APPRECIATION WEEK 

SENATOR FOR A DAY 

   National Teachers Appreciation Week will be held May 1st to 
May 5th. National Teachers Appreciation Day is celebrated on Tuesday, 
May 2nd.  
    Most kids spend at least seven hours of their day, five days a week, at 
school under the guidance of educators and school staff members.   A 
good percentage of these students spend more time after school 
participating in clubs or getting extra help with their school work with 
those same teachers.   By the time students graduate from high school 
they will have spent about 10,000 hours at school being instructed by 
more than 30 teachers.  Bucks County Technical High School is fortunate 
to have teachers who devote their lives to giving students the tools to 
succeed and inspire them to do it.   
   

 

  

 

 

   BCTHS was honored to host the annual “Senator for 
a Day” program on March 23rd, which is sponsored by 
Pennsylvania Senator Tommy Tomlinson of the 
6th District.  Although Senator Tomlinson was unable 
to attend this year, he was well represented by 
Pennsylvania State Representative, Frank Farry, 
of the 142nd Legislative District.  “Senator for a Day" 
gives students a chance to see how the legislative 
process works in Pennsylvania.  We thank Senator 

Tomlinson for his 
continued support of 
our school and for sponsoring this annual event.  A BIG THANK 
YOU to State Representative Frank Farry for talking to our 
students about how the process works in our state! 
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CARPENTRY 
Representatives from Conwell-Egan High School asked our carpentry teacher, Mr. Evan Baker, if 
his students would be able to build a shed for them to store their athletic equipment.  Now, this wasn’t 
any orginary shed…this was a 16’ x 30’ shed!  Mr. Baker and his students went right to work.  During 
the winter months, the floor and walls of the shed were assembled at BCTHS by Mr. Baker’s juniors 
and the 21st Century Service Learning Club.  When it finally stopped raining, the shed was taken apart, 
transported, and assembled at Conwell-Egan.  The roof and exterior finish were completed by Mr. 
Baker’s sophomore and junior class as well as the 21st Century Service Learning Club. 
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN THE MILITARY 

Military Opportunities Day was held on April 11th in our auditorium.  Approximately 300 students 
were present to listen to representatives from the Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, National Guard and 
Army, discuss career opportunities.  Many faculty members attended this presentation and a few of 
them spoke on their positive experiences in the military.  Our students thoroughly enjoyed Military 
Opportunities Day; we hope to make it an annual event. 
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PLANT SALE 
  MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

Mr. Jim Long’s Landscape & Floral Design class will hold their annual plant sale May 1st to May 

5th from 8am until 1pm.  All plants are propogated and grown by the students in the school’s 

greenhouse.  Here are just a FEW of the plants available for purchase. 

 

Alyssum (Easter Bonnet White) ANNUAL 

Alyssum has an abundance of fragrant white and pink little flowers and is great for 

border plants because it’s tidy and compact.  Hummingbirds, butterflies and bees are 

attracted to the Alyssum plant.  Likes full sun and moist, well-drained soil. 
 
Begonia (Dragon Wing Red) ANNUAL 
Begonias grows best in partial shade and morning sun/afternoon shade. This self-

cleaning plant blooms all summer and when leaves turn reddish bronze they need to be 

fertilized.  Begonias prefer a well-drained soil. 
 

New Guinea Impatiens  ANNUAL 

New Guinea Impatiens will fill your garden with color.  This shade loving plant must be 

kept well-watered throughout the hottest part of the year.  Keep soil moist but not 

soggy.  
 

Portulaca (Portulaca Grandiflora) ANNUAL 
Portulacas are a trailing plant that blooms when the sun comes up and closes when the 

sun goes down.  This vigorous plant needs sandy soil and enjoys full sun (the more the 

better).  
 
 

Pansy   ANNUAL 
Pansies are a traditional favorite with nice color.  This plant likes cool weather but can 

tolerate the heat.  It will bloom during the summer months and works well in window 

boxes.  

 

Coleus (Solenostemon Scutellaroides) ANNUAL 

Coleus has brilliant leaves that brighten shady garden areas and will give a pop of 

color to your everyday garden.  Be sure to keep the soil moist. 



Page 14 of 20 
 

 

Marigold (Tagetes) Dwarf ANNUAL 
Marigolds are perfect for patios and containers. This plant likes hot weather and full 

sun and will continue to bloom well into autumn. 

 

 
Gerbera Daisy ANNUAL 
Gerbera daisies are commonly planted for their bright colors. This low maintenance 

plant likes partial sun and is attractive to birds. 

 

Sunflower (Helianthus) 
The sunflower is a beautiful flower, prefers full sun and must be watered deeply 

during the summer.  Watch for squirrels and birds as they are attracted to the seeds.   
 

Greek Oregano PERENNIAL 
Oregano is very rich in flavor and has a strong aroma. Will thrive in full sun and partial 

shade and requires good air circulation.  Watch for root rot – this is common with 

oregano. 

 
 

Genovese Basil   ANNUAL 
Genovese Basil is a classic Italian basil with large green leaves and a wonderful taste 

and aroma.  Loves full sun and warm weather; prefers a well-drained, but moist soil. 

 
 

 
Tabasco Hot Pepper  ANNUAL 

This plant is very easy to grow continuously producing peppers and can live for several 

years.  Tabasco Hot Peppers prefer full sun. 
 

 
Cilantro (Coriandrum Sativum) ANNUAL 

Cilantro has a great taste and wonderful aroma; works well in salsas and Mexican and 

Asian dishes. Cilantro is fast growing and prefers full or partial shade and moist soil. 

 
Roma Tomato  

Large thick-walled, meaty, bright red, egg shaped tomatoes, Romas are great for 

sauces and gravy.  Prefers full sun and should be planted deeply, burying 2/3 of the 

stem. 

 

 

Apple Mint  (Mentha suaveolens)  PERRENNIAL 

Apple mint is a lovely, aromatic plant that can rapidly become obnoxious if not 

contained. When kept confined, this is a beautiful herb with many fantastic culinary, 

medicinal and decorative properties.  Likes full to partial shade. 
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Bucks County Courier Times  

March 27, 2017 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rebecca is a senior at BCTHS 
enrolled in Mr. Bennet’s Civil 
Engineering Technology class. 
She is also Key Club President. 
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Bucks County Courier Times  

March 27, 2017 
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Bucks County Courier Times 

April 6, 2017 
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Bucks County Courier Times 

April 6, 2017 
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Bucks County Courier Times 

April 17, 2017 
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LevittownNow.com 

April 20, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investigation Turns Up No Threat At Bucks 
County Technical High School 

 Tom Sofield April 20, 2017 

  
  
  
  

 
File photo 

Credit: Tom Sofield/LevittownNow.com 

 A conversation about guns between two students led to a rumor that someone was planning to 
bring a weapon to Bucks County Technical High School Thursday. 
 A police investigation turned up no evidence that threats were made against students, 
authorities said. 
 According to Bristol Township police and school officials, a rumor about a student possibly 
bringing a gun to school was sparked Wednesday afternoon and could not be immediately 
substantiated. From there, officers identified two students overnight who were linked to discussion of 
guns and questioned them. 
 An investigation and interview with the students determined that no threat was made, police 
said. 
 The rumor of weapons emanated from a conversation the two students were having about guns, 
police said. 
 “The students were counseled about the consequences of having such inappropriate 
conversations in a school setting,” a statement from police said. 
 Officers were present Thursday morning as students arrived for school, but reported no 
problems at the campus. 
 Bucks County Technical High School Administrator Leon Poeske said a phone alert will be sent 
to families and Thursday will be “business as usual.” 
 “I am very proud of our staff for quickly acting and putting measures in place for the safety and 
security of our students and employees. This was a great team effort,” Poeske told LevittownNow.com. 
 Patrol cars were also stationed outside Harry S. Truman High School, Neil A. Armstrong Middle 
School and Franklin D. Roosevelt Middle School as a precaution but no threats against the schools 
were made. 
 Thursday is the 18th anniversary of the Columbine High School massacre that took the lives of 
12 students and teachers and left 21 others with injuries. In addition, April 20 marks Adolf Hitler’s 
birthday. 
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